o Parents in Prager o

During the month of November,
when we remember our loved ones that have gone before us in faith. ..
may this simple story remind us of the
jogmcul reunion that we are all invited to attend!

Comcjoin Parents in Pragcr as we remember our Familg and friends ...

A woman was diagnosed with a terminal llness, and she contacted her Priest to
discuss her final wishes. At the end of their visit she remembered somcthing
imPortant. “‘One more ’ching,” she said excitedlg. “l want to be buried with a fork
inmy hand.” The Pricstjust stared at hcr, not knowing what to say.

She cxplained, “In all my years attcncling church dinners, as we cleared the main
course dishes, someone would a!wags say, ‘Keep your fork’. That's when I knew
some’ching even better was coming,. like rich chocolate cake or a delicious aPPlc

Pie. Something wonderful, and with substance!”

“So, ljust want PcoPle to see me in that casket with a fork in my hand, and
wondcr, ‘Whg?’ Then, Fatlﬁcr, I'want you to tell them: ‘KeeP your fork...the best
is yet to come’.” The Priest’s eyes welled up with tears onog as he huggcd the
woman good~bgc, for he knew that she rca”g understood the true consolation of

one who dies with faith in Christ!

“For those who have been faithful, © Lord, life is not ended, but I77€/‘€/lj C/mngea/; and
when this 63/75/7/1} abode dissolves, an eternal dwe///ng /D/ace
awaits them in heaven.”

Preface from the Mass for Christian Burial

During November we also have the Privilege of Praging for the Holg Souls in Purgatory. Benedict XVI
also reflected on the commemoration of All the Faithful DcPartccl, which the Church observed
Monday, and encouraged the faithful to “live this annual celebration in

kcePing with a genuine Christian 5Pirit."

RcFerring to the tradition of visiting cemeteries to pray for the dcpartcd, the PoPc said: “Let us
remember that there, in the tombs, only the mortal remains of our loved ones rest, while awaiting the
final resurrection. Their souls ~~ as ScriPturc says ~~ alreadg ‘are in the hand of God.
"Hence, the most aPProPriate and effective way to honor them is to pray for them,
o{:{:cring acts of faith, hopc and charity."

By Praging for the dead, he said, one can "expcricnce the most Pro{:ouncl communion”

with the faithful dePartcd.



