- Parents in Prager o

In SCPtembcr of 2005, on the first dag of sclﬁool, Martha Cotl']ren, a social
studies school teacher at Robinson High School in Little Rock ,did somc’ching
not to be Forgottcn. On the first dag of school, with the Permission of the school
suPcrintenclcnt, the Principal and the building suPcrvisorJ she removed all of the

C[CS‘(S out OF l’“ICF classroom.

When the first Pcrioc] kids entered the room thcg discovered that there were no
desks. 'Ms. Cothren, where're our desks? She rcPlicd, You can't have a desk
until you tell me how you earn the right to sit at a desk.’

T]’]CH thought, ‘Well, magbe it's our grades.' ‘No,' she said.
'Magbe it's our behavior.” She told thcm, 'No, it's not even your behavior.
And so, theg came and went, the first Period, second Period, third Pcriod. still

no dCS‘(S in t]’"lC c!assroom,

By carly afternoon television news crews had started gathcring in Ms.Cothren's
classroom to rcPort about this crazy teacher who had taken all the desks out of
her room. The final Pcriod of the da9 came and as the Puzzlcd students found
seats on the floor of the deskless classroom, Martha Cothren saidj
'Throughout ’che dag no one has been able to tell me just what hc/shc has done
to earn the right to sit at the desks that are orclinarilé found in this classroom.

Now | am going to tell you.'
At this Point, Martha Cothren went over to the door of her

classroom and opcncd it. Twent9~scven (27) U.S. Veterans, allin unhcorms,

walked into that classroom, each one carrginga school desk.

The Vets began Placing the school desks in rows, and then thcg would walk over
and stand alongside the wall. By the time the last soldier had set the final desk in
Place those kids started to understand, Pcrhaps for the first time in their lives,

Just how the right to sit at those desks had been earned.
Martha said, You didn't earn the right to sit at these desks.



These heroes did it for you. They Placed the desks here for you.
Now, it's up to you to sit in them.
Itis your resPonsibilitg to learn, to be good students, to be good citizens.
Theg Paid the Pricc so that you could have the freedom to getan education.
Don't ever Forget it Please consider Passing this along so others won't {:orgc’c

that thc {:rcedoms we have in this great country were earnecl bg U. S. Veterans.



