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St . Ja m e s A c a d e m y
A m e s s a g e fr o m o u r P r in c ip a l

S J A F A C T S

A C C R E D IT A T IO N
S JA is fu lly  a c c r e d ite d b y  th e
W e s te r n A s s o c ia tio n o f S c h o o ls
a n d C o lle g e s a n d th e W e s te r n
C a th o lic  Ed u c a tio n A s s o c ia tio n .
W e a r e a ls o a  m e m b e r o f th e
N a tio n a l C a th o lic Ed u c a tio n
A s s o c ia tio n , th e N a tio n a l C o u n c il
o f T e a c h e r s o f M a th e m a tic s, a n d
th e A s s o c ia tio n o f S u p e r v is io n
a n d C u r r ic u lu m D e v e lo p m e n t.

E N R O L L M E N T
S JA e n r o lls a p p r o x im a te ly 250
s tu d e n ts  in g r a d e s  K in d e r g a r te n
th r o u g h e ig h t, w ith o n e c la s s p e r
g r a d e .

F A C U L T Y
S JA h a s a  16:1 fa c u lty-s tu d e n t
r a tio th a t in c lu d e s 11 fu ll-tim e
fa c u lty, 7 p a r t-tim e fa c u lty, 1
r e s o u r c e te a c h e r, a n d te a c h e r
a id e s in K in d e r g a r te n th r o u g h
e ig h th g r a d e s.

C U R R IC U L U M
S JA o ffe r s a c o m p r e h e n s iv e , fa ith -
b a s e d c u r r ic u lu m w h ic h v a lu e s  a
c h a lle n g in g  a c a d e m ic , s p ir itu a l,
m o r a l, c u ltu r a l a n d s o c ia l
e d u c a tio n a l e x p e r ie n c e . T h is
c u r r ic u lu m m e e ts  o r e x c e e d s  a ll
d io c e s e a n , n a tio n a l a n d C a lifo r n ia

A B O U T O U R S C H O O L,

St Ja m e s A c a d e m y is th e p la c e fo r y o u r fa m ily to
g r o w b o th a c a d e m ic a lly a n d s p ir itu a lly a s y o u
s h a r e in th e life o f th is  fa ith c o m m u n ity. W e
p r o v id e h ig h a c a d e m ic s ta n d a r d s, c h a lle n g in g o u r
s tu d e n ts to in te lle c tu a l e x c e lle n c e . W e d e v e lo p
le a r n e r s o f fa ith a n d a c tio n , in s p ir in g th e m to
b e c o m e le a d e r s  w h o m o d e l C h r is tia n v a lu e s  a n d
a r e r e s p e c tfu l o f s e lf a n d o th e r s. W ith p a r e n ts  a s
p a r tn e r s, w e n u r tu r e a n d g u id e s tu d e n ts to
s tr e n g th o f m in d , b o d y a n d s p ir it.

W e a r e p r o u d o f o u r fa ith -b a s e d a c tiv itie s. In
a d d itio n to w e e k ly M a s s a n d r e g u la r
R e c o n c ilia tio n , A d o r a tio n a n d B e n e d ic tio n
o p p o r tu n itie s, w e e n c o u r a g e o u r  s tu d e n ts to g r o w
a s  fa ith -fi lle d r e s p o n s ib le c itiz e n s  in th e ir e v e r y d a y
th o u g h ts a n d a c tio n s. W e h a v e r e c e n tly in itia te d a
b u lly p r e v e n tio n e d u c a tio n p r o g r a m in w h ic h
s tu d e n ts  le a r n to a d v o c a te fo r th e m s e lv e s  a n d fo r
th o s e u n a b le to s p e a k fo r th e m s e lv e s. T h e y a r e
le a r n in g p o w e r fu l s k ills  to ta k e to a c tiv itie s  o n a n d
o ff c a m p u s a n d w ith th e m a fte r g r a d u a tio n .

W e a r e p r o u d th a t o u r s m a ll s c h o o l s iz e
fa c ilita te s  c lo s e r e la tio n s h ip s  a n d p e r s o n a l
c o n n e c tio n s  b e tw e e n s ta ff, stu d e n ts  a n d fa m ilie s.
M a n y p a r e n ts  fe e l a n a d d itio n a l s e n s e o f s e c u r ity
k n o w in g th a t th e ir c h ild w ill n o t b e lo s t in th e
s h u ffl e o f a la r g e s c h o o l. T h e lo n g te r m
r e la tio n s h ip s th a t c o m e fr o m a tte n d in g a K -8
sc h o o l r e s u lt in p a r e n ts  s ta y in g in v o lv e d in th e ir
c h ild ’s s c h o o l liv e s  lo n g e r. M id d le g r a d e s tu d e n ts
in a K -8 sc h o o l ta k e o n th e r o le o f le a d e r a n d r o le -
m o d e l v e r s u s  h a v in g to e s ta b lis h n e w r e p u ta tio n s
u p o n e n te r in g m id d le s c h o o l.

W e a r e p r o u d o f o u r e ffe c tiv e te a c h e r s. O v e r

90% o f o u r g r a d u a tin g c la s s  te s ts  o u t o f h ig h
s c h o o l a lg e b r a d u e to th e s tr o n g fo u n d a tio n o f
m a th s k ills g a in e d in th e ir te n u r e a t SJA . O u r
e ig h th g r a d e r s p e r fo r m e x c e p tio n a lly w e ll o n h ig h
s c h o o l e n tr a n c e e x a m in a tio n s. Sm a r t B o a r d s ™ ,
a w a r d -w in n in g in te r a c tiv e w h ite b o a r d s, h a v e

C o r e V a lu e s
S J A C it iz e n s h ip
T h e s tu d e n ts  o f St. Ja m e s  A c a d e m y e x e m p lify
th e s u c c e s s fu l e ffo r ts  o f b o th p a r e n ts  a n d
te a c h e r s  in in s tillin g h ig h m o r a l v a lu e s  a n d
s o c ia l c o n s c io u s n e s s. T h e c h ild r e n h a v e a
r e s p e c t fo r a u th o r ity, a n d r e s p o n s iv e n e s s  to
th o s e in n e e d . Stu d e n ts a r e c o n tin u a lly g iv e n
o p p o r tu n itie s  to g r o w in s e lf-r e s p o n s ib ility.
R is in g to th e c h a lle n g e o f d e v e lo p in g th e ir
p o te n tia ls  to th e fu lle s t, stu d e n ts  u n d e r ta k e a n
im p r e s s iv e v a r ie ty o f c r e a tiv e , a c a d e m ic a n d
o u tr e a c h e n d e a v o r s. T h e s tu d e n ts ' e d u c a tio n a l
e x p e r ie n c e is  a ls o e n r ic h e d b y th e d iv e r s ity o f
c u ltu r e a m o n g th e m .

b e e n in s ta lle d in a ll c la s s e s. Sm a r t B o a r d s
tr a n s fo r m le a r n in g b y h e lp in g te a c h e r s b r in g
m o r e c o lla b o r a tio n a n d in te r a c tiv ity in to th e
c la s s r o o m .

W e a r e p r o u d to w e lc o m e y o u to o u r s c h o o l.
P le a s e le t m e k n o w if y o u h a v e a n y q u e s tio n s  o r
c o n c e r n s. W e a r e g la d y o u a r e h e r e .

Sin c e r e ly,
K a th y D u n n

k d u n n @ sa in tja m e s a c a d e m y.c o m

Listen to the Angels Sing features performances
by the St. James choirs with more than forty young singers
and musicians from the school and parish community.

Take Your Candle and
Go Light Your World.
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W h a t m a k e s  u s  s p e c ia l:

D i s t in g u is h in g
P r o g r a m s

Q u a r t e r ly P e a c e m a k e r A w a r d s

E a c h q u a r te r, th e te a c h e r s a n d s ta ff  o f  St
Ja m e s A c a d e m y h o n o r a n o u ts ta n d in g
s tu d e n t fr o m e a c h g r a d e le v e l w ith a
P e a c e m a k e r A w a r d . P e a c e m a k e r s m o d e l a
h ig h s ta n d a r d o f C h r is tia n d is c ip le s h ip in
th e ir th o u g h ts, w o r d s, a n d a c tio n s, a n d u s e
th e g ifts o f th e H o ly Sp ir it: lo v e , p a tie n c e ,
k in d n e s s, g o o d n e s s, se lf-c o n tr o l, jo y, p e a c e ,
g e n tle n e s s  a n d fa ith fu ln e s s, in w a y s  th a t
s u p p o r t a n d e x e m p lify o u r s c h o o l th e m e o f
b e in g C h r is t to o th e r s.

“ S c h o o l F a m ily ” A c t iv it i e s

A ll SJA stu d e n ts  a r e p a r t o f a s c h o o l fa m ily,
c o m p r is e d o f o n e s tu d e n t fr o m e a c h g r a d e .
T h e s c h o o l fa m ily m e e ts  a t le a s t o n c e
m o n th ly to c o m p le te a g r o u p a c tiv ity, le d
b y th e Ju n io r H ig h m e m b e r s o f th e fa m ily.
T h e s c h o o l fa m ily r e m a in s  th e s a m e a s  th e
s tu d e n t p r o g r e s s e s  th r o u g h th e g r a d e s, e a c h
y e a r  lo s in g a g r a d u a tin g e ig h th g r a d e r  a n d
g a in in g a n e n te r in g K in d e r g a r te n e r.
Sc h o o l fa m ilie s a r e a n o th e r e x a m p le o f
h o w SJA c u ltiv a te s  le a d e r s h ip s k ills  in a ll o f
o u r s tu d e n ts, a s  th e s tu d e n ts  a c c e p t
a d d itio n a l r e s p o n s ib ility w h ile m o v in g
th r o u g h th e g r a d e s a n d b e c o m e m o r e
s e n io r m e m b e r s  o f th e ir fa m ily.

I n f o r m a t i o n T e c h n o lo g y P r o g r a m

O u r s tu d e n ts a c q u ir e g r a d e le v e l-
a p p r o p r ia te , h a n d s-o n s k ills  in g e n e r a l
c o m p u tin g , k e y b o a r d in g , d r a w in g a n d
p a in tin g , w o r d p r o c e s s in g , sp r e a d s h e e ts,
d a ta b a s e s, p r e s e n ta tio n s, o n lin e
a p p lic a tio n s, a n d in th e e th ic a l u s e o f th e
in te r n e t.

S p a n is h

A ll s tu d e n ts  r e c e iv e Sp a n is h in s tr u c tio n .
Y o u n g e r g r a d e s u tiliz e th e “ Sin g a n d
Sp e a k ” c u r r ic u lu m w h ile th e Ju n io r H ig h
e m p lo y s P r e n tic e H a ll’s Paso a Paso. In
a d d itio n to th e ir Sp a n is h c u r r ic u lu m ,

Ju n io r H ig h s tu d e n ts a r e c h a lle n g e d w ith
p r o je c ts  s u c h a s  D ia d e Lo s  M u e r to s,
C h r is tm a s  tr a d itio n s  in Sp a n is h -sp e a k in g
c o u n tr ie s a n d d e s ig n in g c o m m u n ity m a p s,
to e n h a n c e c o m p r e h e n s io n . G u e s t
s p e a k e r s, a n d a v is it to a M e x ic a n
r e s ta u r a n t e x p a n d c u ltu r a l a w a r e n e s s  a n d
a p p r e c ia tio n fo r th e la n g u a g e .

S u p e r S c ie n c e

Sta n d a r d s-b a s e d s c ie n c e is  ta u g h t to a ll
g r a d e s, e n g a g in g th e y o u n g e r s tu d e n ts’
se n s e o f w o n d e r a b o u t th e n a tu r a l w o r ld ,
a n d m o v in g to a m o r e r ig o r o u s u s e o f
s c ie n tifi c m e th o d o lo g y in Ju n io r H ig h . O u r
p r o g r a m in c lu d e s  h a n d s-o n , in q u ir y -b a s e d
e x p e r im e n ts  in th e s c ie n c e la b a s  w e ll a s  in
th e c la s s r o o m s. T e c h n o lo g y is  u s e d to
e n h a n c e o u r s tu d e n ts’ e x p lo r a tio n o f th e
w o r ld , a n d d e v e lo p c r itic a l th in k in g a n d
s c ie n tifi c lite r a c y s k ills  to a n a ly z e th e ir
r e s u lts. O u r m is s io n is  to p r e p a r e a n d
p r o d u c e e n g a g e d c itiz e n s, th e in n o v a to r s
a n d le a d e r s o f to m o r r o w .

M u s ic a n d A r t s

O u r w a lls  a r e fi lle d w ith m a s te r p ie c e s  th a t
d e m o n s tr a te th e a r tis tic ta le n ts  o f o u r
s tu d e n ts  d e v e lo p e d th r o u g h th e A r ts  A tta c k
a n d o th e r  SJA a r t p r o g r a m s. O u r  m u s ic
c u r r ic u lu m in c lu d e s m u s ic a p p r e c ia tio n ,
h is to r y a n d th e o r y, a n d in c o r p o r a te s  m u lti-
p a r t s in g in g , m o v e m e n t, p e r c u s s io n a n d
m u ltic u ltu r a l g e n r e s. E a c h g r a d e ta k e s
tu r n s p r o v id in g litu r g ic a l m u s ic fo r w e e k ly
m a s s e s. T h r o u g h St. Ja m e s  p a r is h , stu d e n ts
m a y p a r tic ip a te in o n e o f th r e e c h o ir s; in
2 009, th e c h o ir s r e le a s e d a w e ll-r e c e iv e d
C D , Listen to the Angels Sing, u n d e r th e
d ir e c tio n o f o u r m u s ic te a c h e r.

A t h le t i c s

F r o m fi fth th r o u g h e ig h th g r a d e , s tu d e n ts
m a y p a r tic ip a te in N o r th C o u n ty P a r o c h ia l
Le a g u e s c h o o l s p o r ts, in c lu d in g F la g
F o o tb a ll, B a s k e tb a ll, So c c e r, a n d V o lle y b a ll.
O u r  fi fth g r a d e g ir ls’ V o lle y b a ll a n d o u r
fi fth a n d s ix th g r a d e b o y s F la g F o o tb a ll
te a m s e a c h r e c e n tly c o m p le te d u n d e fe a te d
s e a s o n s.

A B O U T O U R S C H O O L

CALENDAR:
SEPTEMBER
Welcome Breakfast

Back-to-School Night

OCTOBER

Blessing of the Animals

Red Ribbon Week

Fall Festival & Talent Show

NOVEMBER

All Saints Day Mass & Second Grade
Parade of Saints

DECEMBER

Advent Outreach Activities

Christmas Pageant

JANUARY

Geography & Spelling Bees

FEBRUARY

Valentine’s Day Baby Shower for
women and babies in crisis

Father-Daughter Dance

Grandparent’s Mass

Jr. High Dance

MARCH

Rock the School, featuring student
band performances

APRIL

Earth Week festivities

Holy Thursday Retreat

MAY

May Crowning

Greater San Diego Middle School
Math Competition

Variety Show

JUNE

Memory Mass, honoring graduating
eighth graders
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SJA H ig h lig h t s b y G r a d e

Kindergarten K in d e r g a r te n s tu d e n ts a r e le d th r o u g h d a ily le v e le d r e a d in g a n d m a th g r o u p s, w h ic h in c lu d e r e a d in g
w ith th e te a c h e r, in d e p e n d e n t c e n te r s, a n d p a r e n t-le d , h a n d -o n a c tiv itie s. W r itin g s k ills a r e e n c o u r a g e d ,
fi r s t w ith p h r a s e s, th e n w ith s e n te n c e s, th e n w ith s to r ie s.

O u r  K in d e r g a r te n G a r d e n fe a tu r e s p la n ts, fl o w e r s, a n d v e g e ta b le s p la n te d a n d n u r tu r e d b y o u r
s tu d e n ts. B u tte r fl ie s  a n d b u g s  a r e o fte n o b s e r v e d e n jo y in g th e K in d e r g a r tn e r s’ h a n d iw o r k .

O n th e 100th d a y o f s c h o o l, o u r  K in d e r g a r tn e r s  c r e a te u n iq u e a r tw o r k u s in g 100 o b je c ts  a n d le a r n
m u ltip le w a y s to w r ite a n d c o u n t to 100.

K in d e r g a r te n v is its  th e lo c a l s e n io r s  h o m e a t H a llo w e e n fo r  a c o s tu m e p a r a d e a n d s in g in g w ith th e
fi r s t g r a d e r s. T h e r e s id e n ts  e n jo y s e e in g th e y o u th , fa ith , a n d e n e r g y o f o u r c h ild r e n .

First Grade F ir s t g r a d e r s  c o n tin u e to b u ild o n th e ir  w r itin g s k ills  w ith b o o k r e p o r ts  o f d iffe r e n t g e n r e s. T h e s e
r e p o r ts  in tr o d u c e th e s tu d e n ts  to th e c o n c e p t o f o r g a n iz in g th e ir  th o u g h ts  a n d s u m m a r iz a tio n .

Stu d e n ts  in fi r s t g r a d e le a r n a b o u t th e life s u r r o u n d in g th e lo c a l b e a c h b y d ig g in g in th e s a n d to
u n d e r s ta n d h o w a n im a ls  u s e th e ir a d a p ta tio n s  to s u r v iv e in th is  c h a n g in g e n v ir o n m e n t. T h e y a ls o le a r n
a b o u t th e lo c a l k e lp fo r e s t a n d its  r e s id e n ts.

In fi r s t g r a d e , stu d e n ts  e n jo y a v is it fr o m th e O ld T o w n H e r ita g e M u s e u m . T h e m u s e u m p r o v id e s  a
tr a v e lin g tr u n k s h o w w ith a r tifa c ts  a n d o ld -fa s h io n e d to y s  to b e u s e d in th e c la s s r o o m .

Second Grade Se c o n d g r a d e s tu d e n ts  a r e c a r e fu lly p r e p a r e d fo r  th e r e lig io u s  s a c r a m e n ts  o f F ir s t R e c o n c ilia tio n a n d
F ir s t E u c h a r is t.

T h e c h ild r e n c o m p le te r e s e a r c h fo r a w ild a n im a l p r o je c t a n d p r e s e n ta tio n , fo llo w e d b y a fi e ld tr ip to
th e Sa n D ie g o Z o o .

Stu d e n ts  s h o w c a s e th e ir s p e c ia l ta le n ts  w ith a s e c o n d g r a d e ta le n t s h o w th a t o fte n in c lu d e s  s in g e r s,
d a n c e r s, c o m e d ia n s, k a r a te d e m o n s tr a tio n s, a n d m o r e .

In D e c e m b e r, o u r  s e c o n d g r a d e r s  s tu d y C h r is tm a s  c u s to m s  a r o u n d th e w o r ld . T h e y le a r n a b o u t
im m ig r a tio n a t E llis  Isla n d . T h e c h ild r e n w r ite a r e p o r t a b o u t th e c o u n tr y o f th e ir  a n c e s to r s, illu s tr a te th e
c o u n tr y ’s fl a g , a n d o u tfi t a p a p e r d o ll in tr a d itio n a l d r e s s.

Third Grade T h ir d g r a d e s tu d e n ts  p a r tic ip a te in a m a r in e s c ie n c e fl o a tin g la b . In te a m s, th e y m a n ip u la te
o c e a n o g r a p h ic e q u ip m e n t, m a k e o b s e r v a tio n s, a n d g a th e r  d a ta a n d s p e c im e n s  fr o m th e o c e a n w a te r s  a n d
s e a b o tto m o f Sa n D ie g o B a y.

A sim u la tio n o f  p io n e e r  life is  p e r fo r m e d in th ir d g r a d e . R e p lic a tin g th e s c h o o l e x p e r ie n c e o f  th e
m id -1800s, th is  s im u la tio n h a s  s tu d e n ts  w r ite in a d ia r y, c r e a te p a p e r d o lls, c o m p le te o ld -fa s h io n e d m a th
d r ills, a n d w o r k in g r o u p s, g iv in g th e m in s ig h ts  in to th e h is to r y a n d th e b e g in n in g s  o f th e s c h o o l s y s te m .
Stu d e n ts  a ls o r e a d lite r a tu r e a v a ila b le a t th e tim e s u c h a s  Little House in the Big Woods, a n d w r ite a b o u t th e
p io n e e r e x p e r ie n c e .

In th ir d g r a d e , stu d y o f N a tiv e A m e r ic a n s  is  a u g m e n te d w ith a tr ip to In d ia n H ills  C a m p w h e r e o u r
s tu d e n ts  e x p e r ie n c e life a s"p a r t o f a "K u m e y a a y T r ib e . T h is  v is it in c lu d e s  m e e tin g h is to r ic a l c h a r a c te r s,
h e a r in g fo lk lo r e a r o u n d th e c a m p fi r e , le a r n in g a r c h e r y, b e c o m in g p a r t o f a tr ib e , p r a c tic in g n a tiv e
c r a fts m a n s h ip , a n d liv in g "in a te p e e .

Fourth Grade W ith fo c u s  o n C a lifo r n ia h is to r y, fo u r th g r a d e s tu d e n ts  e x p e r ie n c e r e s e a r c h r e p o r t w r itin g , o v e r n ig h t
G o ld R u s h c a m p , a n d a liv e ly r e te llin g o f C a lifo r n ia ’s r ic h h is to r y w ith Walk Through California.

F o u r th g r a d e r s  c o m p le te a c o m p r e h e n s iv e p o e tr y u n it, q u a r te r ly b o o k r e p o r ts, a n d a u n iq u e a r tis t-o f-
th e -m o n th p r o g r a m .

A sp e c ia l w r itin g p r o je c t in tr o d u c e s  fo u r th g r a d e r s  to in te r v ie w in g s k ills  a s  s tu d e n ts  c o m p le te a
b io g r a p h y o f a fa m ily m e m b e r.

Stu d e n ts  a r e p a r tn e r e d w ith a n e ld e r ly b u d d y a t a lo c a l n u r s in g h o m e w h o m th e y v is it s e v e r a l tim e s
th r o u g h th e y e a r  (a n d in fi fth g r a d e ) a n d w ith w h o m th e y c o m p le te c r a ft a c tiv itie s a n d d e v e lo p fr ie n d s h ip s.

A t th e e n d o f th e y e a r, th e fo u r th g r a d e c r e a te s  a tim e c a p s u le w ith s p e c ia l p h o to s  a n d ite m s  r e fl e c tiv e
o f m e m o r a b le e v e n ts  th r o u g h th e y e a r. T h e tim e c a p s u le is  o p e n e d w h e n th e s tu d e n ts  a r e in e ig h th g r a d e .

A B O U T O U R S C H O O L,
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SJA H ig h lig h t s b y G r a d e

Fifth Grade In fi fth g r a d e , stu d e n ts  s p e n d th e n ig h t o n th e Star of India, w h e r e th e y e x p e r ie n c e th e life o f a s a ilo r.
Stu d e n ts  r e a d Two Years Before the Mast, th e s to r y o f R ic h a r d H e n r y D a n a ’s v o y a g e fr o m B o s to n to
C a lifo r n ia a n d b a c k .

Stu d e n ts  e n jo y th e fi fth g r a d e R e a d in g W o r k s h o p , w h e r e th e y a r e a s s ig n e d n o v e ls  to r e a d th r o u g h o u t
th e y e a r. T h e ir p r o g r e s s  is  lo g g e d d a ily ; b o o k r e p o r ts, a s s e s s m e n ts  a n d jo u r n a lin g a c tiv itie s  a r e tie d to th e
R e a d in g W o r k s h o p .

F ifth g r a d e r s  a r e p a r tn e r e d w ith a fi r s t g r a d e r  to c o m p le te r e a d in g a c tiv itie s. Stu d e n ts  in te r v ie w th e ir
fi r s t g r a d e b u d d y a n d r e a d b o o k s  a n d c o m p le te a c tiv itie s  d e s ig n e d b y th e fi fth g r a d e r s.

E a c h q u a r te r, th e c la s s  e le c ts  a n e w C la s s  P r e s id e n t. C a n d id a te s  w r ite a n d d e liv e r  s p e e c h e s  to th e ir
c la s s m a te s. D u tie s  in c lu d e r u n n in g c la s s  m e e tin g s  a n d c o r r e s p o n d e n c e fr o m th e c la s s  (th a n k y o u n o te s).

Sixth Grade Six th g r a d e a tte n d s  A s tr o c a m p , w h ic h e m p h a s iz e s  p h y s ic a l s c ie n c e , a s tr o n o m y, a n d th e e x p lo r a tio n o f
th e u n iv e r s e th r o u g h in n o v a tiv e , in te r a c tiv e e x e r c is e s.

W ith Walk Through Ancient Times, stu d e n ts  d is c o v e r A n c ie n t E g y p t, G r e e c e a n d R o m e in a n im a g in a r y
to u r  o f  th e a n c ie n t c iv iliz a tio n s. Stu d e n ts  p o r tr a y h is to r ic a l p e o p le o f  th e p a s t, su c h a s  Ju liu s  C a e s a r,
C le o p a tr a , a n d So c r a te s. Stu d e n ts b r o a d e n th e ir  u n d e r s ta n d in g w ith m a p s, tim e lin e s, a n d g a m e s.

In m a th , o u r  s ix th g r a d e a c h ie v e s  s u c c e s s  th r o u g h w o r k in g in d e p e n d e n tly a n d c o lla b o r a tiv e ly.
Stu d e n ts  c o m p e te in lo c a l h ig h s c h o o l m a th c o m p e titio n s  a n d c o m p le te q u a r te r ly p r o je c ts  th a t a r e in
a lig n m e n t w ith o u r m a th s ta n d a r d s.

E a c h q u a r te r, th e s ix th g r a d e p a r tic ip a te s  in a n o u tr e a c h p r o je c t. P a s t a c tiv itie s  in c lu d e : c r e a tin g
to ile tr y b a g s  fo r  th e h o m e le s s, h o s tin g a d ia p e r  d r iv e fo r  lo c a l s h e lte r s  a n d m a k in g h o lid a y p la c e m a ts  fo r
r e tir e m e n t c e n te r s in th e a r e a .

Seventh Grade Se v e n th g r a d e s tu d e n ts  c o m p le te s e v e r a l p r e -A lg e b r a p r o je c ts, in c lu d in g : in v e n tin g in s tr u m e n ts  to
a p p ly s c a le fr a c tio n s, c r e a tin g c ip h e r  c o d e s  to in v e s tig a te a lg e b r a ic e x p r e s s io n s, p la n n in g a g r a d u a tio n
c e r e m o n y to u tiliz e lin e a r fu n c tio n s, a n d c o m p le tin g a tr e a s u r e h u n t to e x p lo r e s p a tia l th in k in g .

Stu d e n ts  s tu d y th e d iffe r e n t c u ltu r e s  a n d e m p ir e s  th a t th r iv e d d u r in g th e M e d ie v a l tim e p e r io d ,
in c lu d in g E u r o p e a n c u ltu r e th r o u g h th e R e n a is s a n c e .

In se v e n th g r a d e , stu d e n ts  a r e in tr o d u c e d to C la im , D a ta , W a r r a n t (C D W ) te c h n iq u e . C D W is  a
fo r m a l a n d a n a ly tic a l w r itin g s ty le th a t a id s  s tu d e n ts  in th e e la b o r a tio n a n d d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e ir  w r itin g ,
h e ig h te n s  th e ir s e n s e o f a u d ie n c e , a n d c r e a te s  a w illin g n e s s  to e x a m in e th e ir u n d e r ly in g a s s u m p tio n s.
O u r  ju n io r  h ig h v o c a b u la r y p r o g r a m is  r o o te d in SA T a n d A C T p r e p a r a tio n . W o r d e ty m o lo g y is  s tu d ie d ,
in c lu d in g G r e e k a n d La tin r o o t w o r d s, s u ffi x e s a n d p r e fi x e s.

Stu d e n ts  fo llo w th e w h o o p in g c r a n e s’ m ig r a tio n a n d s h a r e th e e x c ite m e n t, p e r ils  a n d , in s o m e c a s e s,
th e h e a r tb r e a k o f th e s c ie n tis ts  o f O p e r a tio n M ig r a tio n .

Eighth Grade Ju n io r  H ig h s tu d e n ts  p a r tic ip a te in P r o je c t A ST R O ™ , a p r o g r a m o f th e A s tr o n o m ic a l So c ie ty o f th e
P a c ifi c , th a t m a tc h e s  a te a c h e r  a n d s tu d e n ts  w ith th e ir  o w n " c la s s r o o m s c ie n tis t" a s  a r e s o u r c e a n d m e n to r
fo r m u ltip le c la s s r o o m v is its  a n d h a n d s-o n , in q u ir y -b a s e d a s tr o n o m y a n d s p a c e -th e m e d a c tiv itie s.

In e ig h th g r a d e , o u r s tu d e n ts  r e a d fi v e n o v e ls, u s in g a c tiv e r e a d in g s k ills  to b u ild c o m p r e h e n s io n .
T h e C D W fo u n d a tio n c o n tin u e s  to b e d e v e lo p e d a s  s tu d e n ts  c o m p le te v a r io u s  w r itin g a s s ig n m e n ts,
in c lu d in g a s tu d y o f w r itin g a n d r h e to r ic a n d a r e s e a r c h p a p e r.

Stu d e n ts  a r e ta u g h t th e b a s ic s  o f e n tr e p r e n e u r s h ip , b u s in e s s, a n d fi n a n c e b y le a r n in g h o w th e
e n tr e p r e n e u r ia l c y c le o p e r a te s  in th e fr ie n d s h ip b r a c e le t in d u s tr y. Stu d e n ts  a r e d iv id e d in to c o m p a n ie s,
w ith e a c h s tu d e n t ta k in g o n a le a d e r s h ip r o le to s u p p o r t th e te a m in d e s ig n in g , m a n u fa c tu r in g , a n d s e llin g
th e ir p r o d u c ts in th e m a r k e tp la c e .

E ig h th g r a d e ’s s tu d y o f Sh a k e s p e a r e c u lm in a te s  w ith a n SJA - sta g e d v e r s io n o f a Sh a k e s p e a r e a n p la y,
p e r fo r m e d b y o u r s tu d e n ts.

In Ju n io r  H ig h , stu d e n ts  p a r tic ip a te in a th r e e -d a y r e lig io u s  r e tr e a t, to g r o w in th e ir  r e la tio n s h ip s  w ith
G o d a n d w ith e a c h o th e r.
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